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reputed for the most sagest and fayrest lady of all England.
The castell parteyned to her husbande, th'erle of Salisbury, who
was taken prisoner, with the erle of Suffolke, before Lyle in
Flanders, as ye have harde before, and was in prison as than in
the Chatel[e]t of Parys; the kyng of Englande gave the same
castell to the sayd erle, whan he maryed first the sayd lady,
for the prowes and gode servyce that he had done before, whan
he was called but sir Wyllyam Montagu. This noble lady
conforted them greatly within; for by the regarde of such a
lady, and by her swete conforting, a man ought to be worthe
two men at nede. This assaut dured long, and the scottes lost
many of their men, for they adventured theinselfe hardely, and
caryed wood and tymbre, to have fylled the dykes, to thyntent
to bring their engyns to ye walles, but they within defended
themselfe so valyantly, that the assaylantes were fayne to drawe
abacke..,.
The same day that the scottes departyd fro the sayd castell,
kyng Edward came thyder, with all his host, about noon, and
came to the same place wher as the scottes had loged, and was
sore displeased that he founde nat the scottes ther, for he came
thyder in such hast, that his horse and men wer sore traveled.
Than he commaunded to lodge ther that nyght, and sayd,
howe he wolde go se the castell, and the noble lady therin,
for he had nat sene her sythe she was maryed before: than
every man toke his logyng as he lyst And assone as the
kyng was unarmed, he toke a x. or xii. knyghtes with hym,
and went to the castell, to salute the countesse of Salisbury,
and to se the maner of the assautes of the scottes, and the
defence that was made agaynst them. Assone as the lady
knewe of the kynges comyng, she set opyn the gates, and
came out so richely besene1, that every man maJYJveyled of her
beauty, and coude nat cease to regarde her tioblenes with her
great beauty, and the gracyous wordes and countenaunce that
she made. Whan she came to the kyng, she knelyd downe to
the yerth, thankyog hym of his socours, and so ledde hyin
into the castell, to make hym chere and honour, as die that
coude ryght well do it Every man regarded her marvelusly ;
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